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WHY IS THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT SO POLARIZING?
Gene Goldwasser
Since “Obamacare” has become
an acceptable term for the Affordable Care Act, it’s been referred to
as an abomination that will place a
drain on the United States Treasury, drive the deficit to new
heights, and push people into paying for health insurance they don’t
need or want while driving up
health insurance premiums for
everyone. It has also been described as saving health care by making it available and
affordable for everyone, providing health insurance at
modest cost for millions in this country who were not
previously able to afford it.
Although the idea of the Affordable Care Act was
essentially a Republican “brainchild” some thirty years
ago and opposed by Democrats at that time, it has since
become an anathema to the GOP, so much so that the
Republican controlled House of Representatives threatened to shut down the government if Obamacare is not
defunded. Moreover, the House has voted for bills that
would defund the program numerous times – bills that
had no chance of passing the Democratically-controlled
Senate or gaining the President’s signature. Never mind
that the law was passed in 2010 and is being phased in
gradually and that the Supreme Court in a test case last
year decided in its favor; or that the Congressional Budget Office, a non-partisan group, has concluded that the
Affordable Care Act will actually reduce the deficit over
the next ten years. Never mind that the Affordable Care
Act provides a bridge to Medicare for seniors younger
than 65, that it provides insurance coverage to dependent children to age 26, that it provides insurance for people who have prior health conditions, and that it does
this through state or federally run insurance exchanges
where people can have a real choice in selecting the best
programs to meet their needs.
Why then is there so much opposition among Republicans like Paul Ryan and Eric Cantor to the Affordable Care Act? Why are Tea Party activists against it? Why
hasn’t it been embraced by both Democrats and Republi-

cans as a program that provides needed health insurance
for most Americans? Could it be that anything championed by President Obama is automatically opposed by
the Republican opposition? Could it be that those opposed to the Affordable Care Act do not care about or
are against providing universal health care for everyone?
Republicans refusing to vote on a “clean” continuing resolution resulted in actually shutting down the government. Regardless of the actions of those opposed to
it, the Act is here to stay. The Affordable Care Act will
continue its roll-out over the next few years. State run
insurance exchanges will make it possible for people to
obtain health insurance at reasonable rates, and where
states refuse to initiate their own exchanges, the federal
government will step in to run them. Health insurance
premiums will continue to fall as more and more people
become insured, and the federal deficit will fall as well.
Of course, there will be glitches initially – that happens
with any new program; but over time, these glitches will
be worked out and the Affordable Care Act will become
recognized for what it is – a piece of landmark legislation
that will provide benefits to the American people for
generations.
Gene Goldwasser served as principal of several NYS elementary
schools for 24 years. Since his retirement, he has been an adjunct professor at Hofstra, a coach with the Institute for Student Achievement and president of NYSRSAS.

NYS STAR EXEMPTIONS
New legislation requires all homeowners receiving a
Basic STAR exemption to re-register with the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance (NYSDTF) in order to
receive STAR exemptions in 2014 and subsequent years.
Over the next few weeks, the NYSDTF will be mailing detailed instructions and a personalized code directly to
the households of current Basic STAR recipients. Homeowners will need this code to register on-line or over the
phone. The deadline for re-registering is December 31,
2013. If you have any questions about the process,
please call the State Tax Department at (518) 457-2136
or visit their website—http://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/
property/star13/.
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

NYSRSAS

Jack Zamek
Always identify yourself as a NYSRSAS Member
whenever using the following benefits.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Eugene Goldwasser, President
Joseph Quinn, 1st Vice President
Elliott Kigner, 2nd Vice President
Jack Zamek, Treasurer, Benefits
Pat Galaskas, Recording Secretary

Sterling Optical.
Sure Sight eye care plan at
800-Eyes-789 (800-393-7789)
MVCP pre-negotiated new and used autos,
at 800-345-0990.
Decide on the make and model as well as features you
want and then call MVCP . They’ll contact a dealer and negotiate the lowest possible price for you.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Martin Mandelker, Education
Stewart Mortman, Legislation
Jeff Hollander, Membership
Corine Lipset-Huberman, Newsletter
David Long & Stan Opas, Publicity

auto-price-finder.com & truecar.com
Get a free price quote on the make and
model of the vehicle you want.

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Car Rentals.
 Avis Worldwide at 800-352-7900,
Rate code AWD S 061700.
(if trouble with discount code, call 800-831-8000)
 Alamo at 800-354-2322,.
Discount rate code 706768.

Vincent Deland
Ken Forman
George Pincus
Lynn Pombonyo
Francesca Ciolino-Volano
John Wallace

Southwest Airlines
at 800-435-9792
(20-50% discounts
for travelers over age 65)

We welcome your comments on articles or current issues.
To start a discussion, contact us at

info@nysrsas.org

Eastern Dental Plan [EDP]
This is a discounted dental program.
Phone 631-272-5230
Identify yourself as a NYSRSAS member for
best discount rates. Select from hundreds of
dentists on Long Island.
Also: vision plan, pet discount drugs, hearing
plan. .

Check Our Web Page!
http://nysrsas.org
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
P.1 Why Is the Affordable Care Act so Polarizing?
Gene Goldwasser
P. 1—NYS STAR Exemptions
P. 3—From

United Health Programs of America –
Identify yourself as a NYSRSAS member for dental and chiropractic rates.
Hugh Marasa, one of our members, is one of their agents
Ask for him.
Phone UHP @ 800-238-3884

the Desk of the Reflective Retiree

Corine Lipset-Huberman,
P.4 -Let’s

Take the Ed Out of Fed! - Ken Forman
P. 4—Focus Group Invitation.
P 5—Off-Year Elections—Are They Inconsequential? - John Wallace
P. 5—More Thoughts on Elections
P. 6—Teaching is More Than a “Common Core”

Family Assist Net provides 10-15% discounts
for nursing home care or assisted living care.
Phone 518-482-3509.
For additional hints for discounts in other areas,
visit our website:

Martin Mandelker
P 8—Port

City Ponderings—Joe Marchese

http://nysrsas.org/benefits
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FROM THE DESK OF: The Reflective Retiree
AUTUMN—THE SOUND

OF

SILENCE…IF YOU CAN FIND IT
Corine Lipset-Huberman

MONDAY
“Ah, wonderful!” I murmur as I settle
myself and my new book into a soft, cushiony lounge chair in a sunny spot on my
patio. I open the book to the inside cover,
thrilling to the soft crackle of the new binding. A bibliophile from the days of my
youth, I still love the feel of a new book -- a book no one
has yet opened -- a book that still needs the force of
one’s hand upon the page to keep the page from turning
back. Having perused the introduction to the book on
the inside jacket, I turn to the dedication -- I always read
the dedication, wondering who the people in this author’s life are and why they warranted such an honor.
Finally, I turn to Chapter One, page 1, then 2, then 3,
then 4, and then…..
THEN, the lawn service employed by my neighbor on
my right arrives and two lawnmowers and one leaf blower commence singing their ungodly, infernal chatter. Therein ends my delightful
sojourn with my book. Trying desperately
to concentrate, I finally give up.
“What the heck!” I really should be
doing the laundry!”
TUESDAY
Now about a quarter of the book through, having
read for an hour before falling asleep the night before, I
try once again to take advantage of the lovely autumn
weather. This time I try the front porch and turn my
chair so that my eyes do not look into the bright afternoon sunlight that we all so welcome prior to the many
bleak, gray days of winter ahead. I look across the lawn
and can still see the circular areas where two trees had
fallen prey to Hurricane Sandy. Fresh grass seed in the
spring had sent tiny baby shoots of emerald green up
through the fresh, black loam moistened by sprinkler
spigots standing at attention at various positions across
the green expanse of lawn. Now those baby shoots of
grass have matured into a rich carpet of green, still just
slightly lighter than the area surrounding it. I open my
book to the page held in place with a bookmark (no dogeared corners in a book of mine) and turn back a page to
refresh my memory as to where I had left off. I read
about ten pages, lost in the story, when ….
WHAT? You guessed it! The tree pruners have arrived. Have you ever tried to read with the sound of a
chain saw in the background? Have you ever tried to do
anything but cringe with the sound of a chainsaw in the

background? To me, there is only one sound worse than
the sound of a chainsaw and that is the sound of the
dentist’s drill, particularly when the drill is in the vicinity
of my mouth.
“Forget it! I really should start dinner!”
WEDNESDAY
Well, I’m now about half way through the book, had
no time during most of the day to read. You know -- the
usual -- marketing, Lord & Taylor had a sale, met a friend
for lunch, and so the day went. Now it’s about 4:00 and
the sun, though now lower in the sky, is still shining
brightly. Maybe, just maybe, I can hit the backyard
again, curl up in the lounge chair with my book and maybe, just maybe, I can snatch a chapter or two before dinner. I settle in, get comfortable, and….
WHAT DO YOU KNOW? My young neighbor next
door, the car addict, is at it again, polishing his car with
the boom box going at decibels beyond which the human ear should not be exposed. I know he loves that car
with a love that far surpasses Romeo’s love for Juliet,
Heathcliff’s love for Catherine, Antony’s love for Cleopatra. I also know that he probably never heard of any of
these characters because he probably never read a
book. He’s too busy polishing the damn car! I also know
that at this very moment, I hate him!
“I give up,” I mutter in despair, retreating to my den
and closing all the windows to shut out the din of technology gone amuck. All to no avail, the
beat of heavy metal permeates the
very essence of the double-bricked
walls.
“I guess I’ll go iron in the basement.
Maybe the sound won’t come through
the concrete bastions of the cellar.”
THURSDAY
I’m still just half way through. No time to read last
night. We had an early dinner out and then a movie.
Today was my Book Club afternoon. Not this book. I
belong to two book clubs. The book I’m reading is for
my other book club but at the rate I’m going, I’ll never
finish it in time. Today is the day! I’m going to sit in my
lounge chair and read and I don’t care what happens.
But I am smarter today. I have pulled the lounge chair
around to the south side of the yard where a heavily
wooded area separates my house from any other. Maybe today….
BUT the bibliophile in the sky has other plans for me
(continued on page 7)
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ED

OUT OF

FED!
Ken Forman

agents in schools full time, e.g., literacy coaches, data
coaches, etc.
4. We need to have high quality, full-time early
childhood education from pre-kindergarten through
grade 3 with reasonable class sizes.
5. Provide every child a healthy lunch, not the
prepared meals from government surplus that are usually sent to schools. Additionally, provide a period of physical activity every day whether it’s a non-structured recess time or structured physical education class. Children need healthy bodies and healthy minds!
Let’s do away with funding to a plethora of special entitlement programs. Instead of Racing to the Top
we should be providing the flexible use of funds to meet
the needs of underserved children. Let’s do away with
the many layers of bureaucracy that peel away funding
from the children to keep special interests empowered.
If I were the Secretary of Education, I’d dismantle the multilayered, self-serving Department of Education and give school communities a chance to make a
difference for children.
I would take the Ed out of Fed!

Have you ever wondered…
what would you do if you were
appointed Secretary of Education?
Those of us who have spent our
professional lives in leadership
capacities certainly have on many
occasions felt that we could do a
better job than those bureaucrats
in Washington, D.C. With everyone Racing to the Top, dealing
with accountability, prepping for high stakes testing, administering and complying with funded and unfunded
entitlement programs . . . the reader may be thinking
about how the direction of education for future generations might be changed. Of course, it’s easy to proselytize since I don’t have to answer to the President, cabinet, policymakers, politicians, unions, and lobbyists. BUT
still…I have some ideas…ideas that might actually work
for children.
The reality is that year after year it seems as
though a high quality education is getting further away
from educators. In an effort to make education better,
politicians are really just making it worse. Somehow
they believe that testing is the way to see if a child is
learning. Quite frankly, they’re just streamlining education for one type of learner.
However, if I were Secretary of Education I
would take five fundamental steps to change our commitment to educating young people:
1. Put a moratorium on high stakes standardized
testing. Until we learn the efficacy of standardized
testing, let’s support research into other formative assessment systems that are personalized and tailored for
kids. Standardized testing is a cheap, non-personalized
assessment system that measures performance along a
normal curve. Let’s find something better!
2. Effectively use data to help improve instructional practice. Use a variety of instructional practices to
improve teaching and learning. Find other ways to assess
schools. Perhaps we could initiate a “Quality Review”
process for schools, looking at what schools do well and
what they need to do better, or initiate portfolios that
look at student learning outcomes over time.
3. Initiate a national effort to provide high quality professional development to teachers, using the best
research and best practice to drive instruction. We
suffer from one-shot consultants coming into our
schools, giving direction and leaving. We need change

Dr. Ken Forman served the NYC public schools as a middle
school science teacher and in various building and districtlevel administrative positions for 27 years as well as working
as an elementary school principal in Lawrence, NY for 12
years. He currently serves as adjunct professor in the Educational Leadership program at StonyBrook University and as
an educational consultant.

Common Core Standards,
High Stakes Testing
Charter Schools
A Focus Group led by Dr. Arnold Dodge,
Chair, Dep’t of Ed Leadership, C.W. Post/LIU

will address these critical issues on
Wednesday, October 23, 2013
at 10:00 a.m.
at the CAS offices, 490 Wheeler Road, Suite 280,
Hauppauge, NY 11788

Interested NYSRSAS members are urged to
attend to share their views on these topics.
Please call 631-761-5451 so we can arrange for seating.
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OFF-YEAR ELECTIONS – ARE THEY INCONSEQUENTIAL?
John Wallace
Elections this November are off-year ones since
there are no contests for U.S. president, senators or representatives, except for a few vacancies in Congress.
There are some elections for governors and state legislatures but not in New York State. The voter participation
in the primary elections in September was abysmal.
Workers at most polling places were bored out of their
minds after 16 hours with only a handful of voters. In
New York City the primary elections created more interest due to former Congressman Anthony Weiner running
for the Democratic nominee as mayor, and former Governor Eliot Spitzer vying for the comptroller position.
Both of them were defeated after spending vast
amounts of money, as did the other candidates.
Are these off-year elections important for us? The
answer is an emphatic yes! The elections in New York
City, Nassau and Suffolk Counties and those in other
states have a tremendous influence on one’s daily life.
These elections do not draw the media’s attention as
much as presidential contests, but they are the backbone
of our democracy.
In Huntington, N.Y. township in which I reside, the
Republican and Democratic as well as some third parties
had primary elections for many posts, including supervisor, town council, and even highway superintendent.
The Democratic party had three strong candidates vying
for the highway superintendent nomination. The highway superintendent can offer some jobs and the office’s
activities directly affect people’s daily lives.
Even with hotly contested primary elections, only
registered party members can vote in New York State.
This does not apply to the November elections this year.
The voter turnout in off-year general elections is usually
very low with less than a majority of registered voters
exercising their right to vote. New York State requires
people to register almost a month before the election.
Other states are making it more difficult to vote by requiring photo identification in order to vote in any election. Many registered voters do not bother to vote as
they think that their votes really do not count. Others
maintain that all politicians are either incompetent or
corrupt. Some voters think it is too much trouble to vote
or are ignorant about the candidates and the issues involved.
The turnout in 2014, when all U.S. representatives
and one-third of the senators are up for election will undoubtedly be higher than in 2013.However, the American populace is becoming even more disenchanted
with the inaction and political fighting in Washing-

ton, D.C., so the 2014 results could be
lower than in previous elections. The
media started to focus on the 2016
presidential election even before President Obama was inaugurated for his
second term.
What can be done to re-vitalize
participation in government which is
the basis of our democracy? It is a
serious issue which needs addressing.
Incumbent U.S. representatives are re-elected in over
95% of the elections. Many do not even have opponents. Schools must emphasize the importance of elections. The present overriding emphasis on test scores in
mathematics, English, and science will not energize our
democracy. Ordinary citizens must hold their representatives accountable and work out ways in which elections
are not simply won by those with a seemingly endless
supply of money. The future of our democracy is at
stake.
John Wallace retired from the position of social studies chair in
the Herricks School District and presently serves as an at-large
member of the NYSRSAS Executive Board.

MORE THOUGHTS

ON

ELECTIONS….

Every country has the government it deserves.
Joseph de Maistre, Letter, August, 1811
While the people retain their virtue and vigilance, no
administration, by any extreme of wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the government in the
short space of four years.
Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address,
March 4, 1861
Opinions cannot survive if one has no chance to fight
for them.
Thomas Mann, The Magic Mountain, Chapter 6
When liberty is mentioned, we must always be careful to observe whether it is not really the assertion of
private interests which is thereby designated.
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel,
Philosophy of History, Part IV,
Sect.3, Chap.2
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“COMMON CORE”
Martin Mandelker

dictate a “national” curriculum. Traditionally, education
initiatives have been reserved for the states. The development of common core standards also led to questions
about the use of data in evaluating student achievement,
program evaluation,
individual
school
effectiveness,
teacher-training
and, most controversial, the use of
resulting data in
teacher evaluation.
New standards
require significant
professional development for teachers. The common
core standards require that teachers place additional emphasis on critical
thinking skills, the ability to write argumentative and explanatory texts in all subject areas, analyze and interpret
topics, sharpen listening skills, analyze complex texts,
expand content area vocabulary, and analyze complex
subject matter through inquiry by exploring and explaining real-world problems. In addition, learning standards
must take place against our rapidly shifting national demographic changes and technological advances that
seem to occur on a daily basis.
It is no wonder that several state and national organizations in addition to teacher unions have strongly suggested giving teachers additional time to create
“common core” classrooms.
For example, Randi
Weingarten, president of the American Federation of
Teachers, has suggested a temporary halt to “high stakes” testing in order to give educators adequate
time to implement these standards. Testing design, data
interpretation, reliable measurements, and their impact
on school, student and teacher evaluation are controversial issues -- issues that must be resolved in most states.
The task may be virtually insurmountable.
As with all educational initiatives, criticisms abound.
Among some of the questions posed are:
 Is a curriculum based on common core standards an
effort to create a national curriculum rather than the
incorporation of a set of standards?
 Does the resulting curriculum sufficiently account for
cultural differences or is this curriculum a “one size
fits all” initiative?
 Was there sufficient public input in the development
(continued on page 7)

During our careers, we have
come into contact with, introduced,
revised and evaluated many new curriculum initiatives. Some we found
useful, some required modification,
some we viewed as simply a repackaging of existing material, and some
we discarded.
Currently, a controversial “core curriculum” is the
most recent educational initiative. The “common core”
initiative, as this curriculum is referred to, was supported
by the National Governors Association and the Council of
Chief School Officers in reaction to concerns that American students are academically falling behind their peers
in other countries. Examples of academic deficiency
often cited are the results of the Program for International Student Assessment, which tests a sample of
fifteen-year-olds around the world in mathematics, science and reading. Test results indicated that students in
the U.S. did not score as well as their counterparts in
other countries. Leaders from 47 states therefore joined
together to create learning goals that students should
acquire by the time they graduate from high school.
Core Curriculum development was funded through a
combination of foundation
grants and federal funds.
Groups such as the Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and
Careers and the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium were strongly involved in the development of
the common core. Certainly, standards have always
been in existence. The common core offers new standards that may be a re-working of those already in existence. It should be noted that states are given the option
of creating their own equivalent standards and assessments.
These “new” K-12 standards were designed to bring
youth into the 21st century through the inclusion of digital media, social learning and critical thinking skills in all
subject areas, evaluated through online assessments.
The common core is a comprehensive effort to outline,
on a grade-by-grade basis, the knowledge and skills that
all high school graduates are expected to achieve.
As expected, the introduction of common core
standards raised many questions and drew much criticism. In response to the core curriculum, various interest groups, whether “liberal” or “conservative,” raised
questions about the federal government trying to
6
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IF YOU CAN FIND IT

Common Core
(cont’d from page 6)
of the standards?
 Is too much emphasis placed upon non-fiction text?
 Will students be sufficiently exposed to challenging
literature?
 To what extent does a curriculum based on common
core standards involve the importance of developing
social skills such as cooperative learning, interpersonal communication, questioning skills, etc.?
It is important to consider the extent to which common
core standards promote:
 developing a meaningful connection with students.
 employing methods that encourage student-tostudent socially acceptable interaction.
 using strategies that promote student-generated
questions.
 modeling appropriate language usage when students
react to classmates’ questions.
 learning how to politely agree or disagree with a
classmate.
Emphasizing interpersonal relationships in any teacher
training experience is essential. Experience has taught
us that teaching is more than a “common core.”

-- you know, the one who wrote the Bible, or at least dictated it to some other guys. Two houses down from
mine, a new deck is going up. Bang goes the hammer,
screech goes the chain saw, b-aaaa-ng, b-aaaa- ng, screeee-ch, scr-eeee-ch.
“Foiled again! I’ll go make chicken soup. My mother
always told me, when all else fails make chicken soup.”
FRIDAY
I’m almost done. I stayed up reading until about two
in the morning. Lots of marketing this morning. Lots to
do before we leave for the weekend. Going up to the lake for a few
days. It seems pretty quiet. Maybe
today’s the day. Maybe it will
be peaceful and serene, just for an
hour or two. Please, God. Just give
me an hour.
I settle myself on the porch,
book in hand. I am up to page 358.
Only about 60 pages to go. I can’t
wait to read the ending. I think about cheating and reading the last few pages, but I decide not to. I’ll just read
my way to the end.
I read with no interruptions. I hear no lawn mowers.
I hear no leaf blowers. I hear no chain saws, no boom
boxes, no hammers. Total serenity, total quiet, total stillness.
The next thing I know my husband is shaking my arm
and saying something to me. “I can’t hear you,” I say.
“Well, you would if you’d take off the silly earmuffs
you’re wearing. What are you wearing earmuffs for? It’s
not winter yet!”
“You wouldn’t understand,” I mumble, and go back
to my book.

Martin Mandelker served as a principal in New York City and
as principal of the Berry Hill Elementary School in Syosset.

PORT CITY PONDERINGS
(cont’d from page 8)
One of the last chapters of this work is entitled
“Don’t Read with Your Eyes.” Foster admonishes us to
move away from the perspective of our own time and
attempt to understand the historical, cultural, and social
conditions in which or about which the author wrote. It
is important to read The Iliad, for example, with the eyes
of an ancient Greek. In the Appendix Foster presents an
annotated list of literary works which he believes will
not only help the reader to become more learned but
also be a source of enjoyment. The works range from
the ancient Greeks to John Updike. Surprisingly, it even
includes works by Dashiell Hammett and Colin Dexter,
the creator of Inspector Morse, the detective featured
on PBS’s Masterpiece Mystery. I would highly recommend this book not only to students heading for college
(even to non-English majors) but also to those seasoned
citizens who enjoy reading and may not realize what
they missed in their literature classes.

Dr. Corine Lipset-Huberman has had extensive experience at
all levels of education and spent the last 19 years prior to retirement as principal of the Village School in Syosset,NY.

Join Us
Executive Board Meeting Dates
Members are invited to attend Executive Board meetings.
If you are able to join us, please call 631-761-5451 so we
can arrange for seating. Meeting dates for the coming
year are as follows:
Wednesday, December 18
Wednesday, March 26
Wednesday, June 18
Meetings begin at 10:00 a.m. and are held at the CAS offices, 490 Wheeler Road, Suite 280, Hauppauge, NY 11788.

A former editor of the NYSRSAS Newsletter, Joe Marchese received his Ph.D degree from St. John's University. He retired as
Assistant Principal of Half Hollow Hills H.S East.
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PORT CITY PONDERINGS

Joe Marchese

Eliot — Foster acknowledges that many readers today
may not share a common body of knowledge as in the
past. What is his solution? “Kiddie Lit.” People all over
the world know “Snow White” and “Sleeping Beauty.”
Moreover, “While we may not know quite what to think
about Hamlet’s treatment of Ophelia or the fate of Laertes, we’re pretty darned sure what we think about the
evil stepmother or Rumpelstiltskin.” He emphasizes that
fairy tales, like all other writing, are part of one big story,
and contends, “Once you have seen Bugs Bunny or Daffy
Duck in a version of one of the classics, you pretty much
own it as part of your consciousness. In fact, it will be
hard to read the Grimm Brothers and not think Warner
Brothers.”
Foster not only presents literary conventions, but always
gives engaging and thoughtful examples. When discussing the symbolic meanings of the seasons (e.g. spring birth, youth; summer - passion, love), he turns to two
characters by Henry James. Daisy Miller is a young woman, fresh, naive, flirtatious, and Frederic Winterbourne is
an older man, reserved, worldly, unemotional. The italics
are Foster’s. Things are not going to go well between
these two. Or consider Foster’s chapter on the importance of paying attention to characters with physical
markings or deformities. Most of us know that Sophocles’ Oedipus eventually blinds himself. However, did you
realize that Oedipus means “wounded foot”? As Foster
says, ”If we were headed to the theater to watch a play
called Wounded Foot the King . . . we’d already know
something was up.”
(continued on page 7)

This past summer I had the fortunate
experience to discover a most interesting
and entertaining book, How to Read English
Like a Professor, by Thomas C. Foster, professor of English at the University of Michigan at Flint. Lest you feel that this might be
some pedantic, didactic treatise, let me emphasize that Foster’s presentation is witty and casual, yet
highly instructive. Just imagine sitting at a table in your
favorite eatery sipping your beverage of choice with the
author.
He begins by noting that over time professors have
acquired what he terms a “language of reading . . . a
grammar of literature, a set of conventions and patterns,
codes and rules, that we learn to employ in dealing with
a piece of writing.” Memory, symbol, and pattern, he
maintains, are three of the most important items that
characterize the professorial reader. The chapters in this
work are short and to the point, most of them ranging
only from ten to fifteen pages, and their titles illustrate
not only their contents but also Foster’s keen sense of
humor. Here are some examples: “Every Trip Is a Quest
(Except When It’s Not)”; ”If It’s Square, It’s a Sonnet”;
“When in Doubt, It’s from Shakespeare . . .”; “. . . Or the
Bible”; “Is That a Symbol?”; “It’s All About Sex . . . “; “. . .
Except Sex”; “It’s Never Just Heart Disease”; “If She
Comes Up, It’s Baptism”; “Nice to Eat with You: Acts of
Communion.”
One of my favorite chapters is “Hanseldee and
Greteldum.” After considering some noted authors
whose stories and references appear in various forms in
other works of literature — Homer, Shakespeare, T.S.
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