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NYSRSAS President, Gene Goldwasser, was a school principal 
for 24 years.Since retiring, he has been a Hofstra adjunct pro-
fessor and a coach with the Institute for Student Achievement. 

Position Paper 
        The members of the Executive 
Board expressed their dismay with the 
events at the Capitol on January 6, 
2021, at our Executive Board Meeting 
on February 18. We felt we needed to 

devote an entire session to discussing the actions 
taken by rioters who invaded the Capitol, and the 
conduct of 147 representatives and 10 senators 
who voted to question the results of the election.  

The dialogue was continued at a Focus Group 
on March 18.. The Focus Group meeting resulted 
in the development of a Position Paper on Civics 
and Citizenship Education that appears on pages 
two and three of this newsletter.  

The position paper reinforces the need for civ-
ics and citizenship education at all grades from 
kindergarten through grade 12, and indicates our 
support as an organization for school districts to 
commit to this concept. In addition, the position 
paper will be mailed to education leaders as well 
as media outlets. We would be interested in your 
reaction to the events of January 6th as well as the 
position paper. Please communicate with us at in-
fo@nysrsas.org  

NYSRSAS Citizenship Award 
Another outcome of the Focus Group is the 

creation of an NYSRSAS Citizenship Award for high 
school students who demonstrate outstanding 
citizenship by their commitment and service to 
their community. This award includes an NYSRSAS 
Citizenship Certificate and a monetary award of  
$100 or $150 to be determined. The monetary 
award will not come from members’ dues. Instead 
it will come solely from donations. Executive 
Board members have committed upwards of 
$1000 to this effort. If you would like to contrib-
ute, please send a check made out to NYSRSAS to 

What’s Happening at NYSRSAS 
          Eugene Goldwasser 

our Treasurer, Ned Price, at 31 Walters  Avenue, 
Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724. A list of the stu-
dents selected to receive the NYSRSAS Citizen-
ship Award will appear in the July newsletter. 

Annual Luncheon Meeting 
Our Annual Luncheon Meeting will not take 

place this year because of the pandemic. Our Ex-
ecutive Board will meet on Thursday, June 10, at 
10 AM, on Zoom. If any member would like to 
attend, please send an e-mail to in-
fo@nysrsas.org and you will receive a link a few 
days prior to the meeting. 

Executive Board Position Available 
The position of Secretary on the Executive 

Board is currently open. If you would like to learn 
more about the duties of the secretary, want to 
become more involved with our organization and 
would be interested in serving as secretary, 
please send an e-mail to info@nysrsas.org or call 
the office at 631-761-5451  

We also have an opening for someone who 
would like to establish a by-line -- someone who 
would like to write a quarterly column on any 
topic of interest to our readers and become a 
regular contributor to our newsletter. Please 
email your interest in becoming a newsletter 
contributor to info@nysrsas.org.  

 

 

Are You Up-to-Date? 
 
 

If you have not already done so, we urge you to 
renew your membership. Annual dues are $25.  
Checks  should be mailed to:  Edward Price, 
Treasurer, 31 Walters Avenue, Cold Spring Har-
bor, NY 11724 
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 NNeeww  YYoorrkk  SSttaattee  RReettiirreedd  SScchhooooll  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorrss  aanndd  SSuuppeerrvviissoorrss  

NNYYSSRRSSAASS  

WWee  ((NNYYSSRRSSAASS))  aarree  aann  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ooff  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  335500  rreettiirreedd  sscchhooooll  
aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorrss  aanndd  ssuuppeerrvviissoorrss  ccoonncceerrnneedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  wweellffaarree  ooff  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  
hhooww    wwee    eedduuccaattee    oouurr  ssttuuddeennttss    ttoo    bbeeccoommee    mmoorree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  cciittiizzeennss..    WWhhaatt    
hhaappppeenneedd  oonn    JJaannuuaarryy  66,,  22002211,,  wwaass    aabbhhoorrrreenntt  aanndd    rreepprreesseenntteedd  aann  aattttaacckk    
oonn    oouurr    ddeemmooccrraaccyy..  

  
WWee  hhaavvee  lleeaarrnneedd  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  iinniittiiaattoorrss  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  ppeerrppeettrraattoorrss  ooff  

tthhee  JJaannuuaarryy  66tthh  iinnvvaassiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCaappiittooll  wweerree  wweellll--eedduuccaatteedd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..  WWee  aasskk  
oouurrsseellvveess  wwhhyy  ssoo  mmaannyy  ooff  oouurr  ffeellllooww  cciittiizzeennss  aarree  ccoonnvviinncceedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  22002200  
pprreessiiddeennttiiaall  eelleeccttiioonn  wwaass  ““ssttoolleenn,,””  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwhheenn  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  ccrreeddiibbllee  eevvii--
ddeennccee  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhaatt  ppoossiittiioonn..  WWeerree  tthheeyy  nneevveerr  ttaauugghhtt  ttoo  ddiissttiinngguuiisshh  bbeettwweeeenn  
ffaacctt  aanndd  ooppiinniioonn  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheeiirr  ccoonncclluussiioonnss??  

  
TThhiiss  pprroommppttss  uuss  ttoo  wwoonnddeerr  iiff  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ddoo  aa  bbeetttteerr  jjoobb  ooff  pprroovviiddiinngg  ssttuu--

ddeennttss  wwiitthh  aa  cclleeaarreerr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  ddeemmooccrraaccyy  aanndd  aann  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ffoorr  
ddeemmooccrraattiicc  vvaalluueess..  WWee  aarree  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  CCiivviiccss,,  CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp  aanndd  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aarree  
iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  SSttaannddaarrdd  ##55  ooff  tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  SSttaattee  SSoocciiaall  SSttuuddiieess  CCuurrrriiccuu--
lluumm..  HHoowweevveerr,,  iitt  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  ssuufffificciieenntt  jjuusstt  ttoo  tteeaacchh  aabboouutt  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  cciivviicc  
vvaalluueess,,  aanndd  tthhee  rriigghhttss  aanndd  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ooff  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp..  AAtt  eevveerryy  ggrraaddee  lleevveell,,  
ssttuuddeennttss  nneeeedd  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  aa  ssiinncceerree  ddeessiirree  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aaccttiivvee  cciittiizzeennss  ooff  oouurr  
ddeemmooccrraaccyy..  TThheeyy  nneeeedd  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee  ssiittuuaattiioonnss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  
mmaakkee  ddeecciissiioonnss  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  aallll  aassppeeccttss  ooff  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..  IItt  iiss  nnoott  
eennoouugghh  ttoo  kknnooww  aabboouutt  eelleeccttiioonnss..  SSttuuddeennttss  nneeeedd  ttoo  kknnooww  hhooww  aa  ddeemmooccrraaccyy  iiss  
eennhhaanncceedd  tthhrroouugghh  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  vvoottiinngg  pprroocceessss  aanndd  tthhwwaarrtteedd  wwhheenn  vvoott--
eerr  ssuupppprreessssiioonn  aaccttiivviittiieess  aabboouunndd..  TThheeyy  nneeeedd  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  aanndd  ccaarree  aabboouutt  
hhooww  vvootteerr  ssuupppprreessssiioonn  iimmppaaccttss  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ggrroouuppss  wwiitthhiinn  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  tthhee  ffaarr--  
rreeaacchhiinngg  eeffffeeccttss  iitt  hhaass  oonn  ffuuttuurree  ggeenneerraattiioonnss..  WWee  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  iinnssuufffificciieenntt  
ttoo  lliimmiitt  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  ttoo  aarreeaass  ooff  cciivviiccss,,  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssttrruuccttuurree  
wwiitthhoouutt  eeqquuiivvaalleenntt  eemmpphhaassiiss  oonn  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  aanndd  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  wwiitthh  rreeaall--lliiffee  
eexxppeerriieenncceess..  TThheessee  mmaayy  iinncclluuddee  ddeevveellooppiinngg  gguuiiddeelliinneess  ffoorr  ssttuuddeenntt  ggoovveerrnn--
mmeenntt,,  aanndd  ccrreeaattiinngg  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ffoorr  ppoolliittiiccaall  ddeebbaatteess  oonn  iissssuueess  ppeerrttiinneenntt  ttoo  
ssttuuddeennttss  aatt  aallll  ggrraaddee  lleevveellss..    Cont’d on page 3 
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WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  sscchhooooll  ccuurrrriiccuullaa  aanndd  ssttuuddeenntt  eexxppeerriieenncceess  sshhoouulldd  iinnccoorrppoo--

rraattee  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::  
• CCoonnttiinnuueedd  aaggee  aapppprroopprriiaattee  ssttuuddyy  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  aanndd  

tthhee  BBiillll  ooff  RRiigghhttss,,  aanndd  hhooww  tthheeyy  ccaann  bbee  mmooddiififieedd  
• TThhee  ssttuuddyy  ooff  hhooww  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  ooff  ooppiinniioonnss  aarree  ccoonnssttrruuccttiivveellyy  eexxpprreesssseedd  

aanndd  ppeeaacceeffuullllyy  rreessoollvveedd  iinn  aa  ddeemmooccrraaccyy  
• AA  fifirrmm  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  aanndd  aann  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  mmuullttiiccuullttuurraall  nnaattuurree  

ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aanndd  hhooww  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  pprriinncciipplleess  ssuuppppoorrtt  aa  rriicchh,,  mmuullttii--
ccuullttuurraall  mmiixx  

• AAnn  aawwaarreenneessss  ooff  hhooww  tthhee  nneeggaattiivvee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  rraacciissmm  iiss  ddeettrriimmeennttaall  ttoo  ssoo--
cciieettyy  

• TThhee  iinnfflluueennccee  pprriinntt,,  bbrrooaaddccaasstt  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  mmeeddiiaa  hhaavvee  oonn  ooppiinniioonn  ffoorr--
mmaattiioonn,,  aanndd  hhooww  ssttuuddeennttss  mmuusstt  lleeaarrnn  hhooww  ttoo  iiddeennttiiffyy  bbiiaass,,  ddiissttiinngguuiisshh  ffaacctt  
ffrroomm  mmiissiinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  mmaakkee  wweellll--iinnffoorrmmeedd  ddeecciissiioonnss  

• TThhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  vvoottiinngg  iinn  aa  ddeemmooccrraaccyy  wwhhiillee  gguuaarrddiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  vvootteerr  
ssuupppprreessssiioonn  aanndd  pprrootteeccttiinngg  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  vvoottee  

  
WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  aallll  sscchhooooll  ppeerrssoonnnneell  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  bbrrooaaddeerr  sscchhooooll  ccoommmmuu--

nniittyy  mmuusstt  bbee  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  ddiissccuussssiinngg  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss::  
• WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  sscchhooooll  lleeaaddeerrss  iinn  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  aann  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  tthhaatt  cceell--

eebbrraatteess  tthhee  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  ddeemmooccrraaccyy  aanndd  oonnee  tthhaatt  ffoosstteerrss  ccaarriinngg  ffoorr  aanndd  
aabboouutt  eeaacchh  ootthheerr??  

• HHooww  ccaann  tteeaacchheerrss  bbeesstt  ccrreeaattee  aa  ccllaassssrroooomm  aattmmoosspphheerree  bbaasseedd  oonn  ddeemmoo--
ccrraattiicc  vvaalluueess??  WWhhaatt  ssppeecciifificc  aaccttiivviittiieess  tteeaacchh  aanndd  eennhhaannccee  ggoooodd  cciittiizzeenn--
sshhiipp??  

• WWhhaatt  ccaann  aanndd  sshhoouulldd  sscchhoooollss  ddoo  ttoo  iinnvvoollvvee  ppaarreennttss  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  
mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  pprroommoottee  tthhee  ssttuuddyy  ooff  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  vvaalluueess??  

  
IItt  iiss  tthhee  fifirrmm  bbeelliieeff  ooff  tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  SSttaattee  RReettiirreedd  SScchhooooll  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorrss  aanndd  

SSuuppeerrvviissoorrss  tthhaatt  tthhee  eevveennttss  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  66tthh  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteedd  tthhee  ffrraaggiilliittyy  ooff  oouurr  ddee--
mmooccrraaccyy..  WWee  ccaallll  uuppoonn  aallll  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  sscchhooooll  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ttoo  ttaakkee  ccoonnssttrruucc--
ttiivvee  aanndd  aapppprroopprriiaattee  aaccttiioonn  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  rreenneewweedd  eemmpphhaassiiss  oonn  aann  eexxppaannddeedd  
vviieeww  ooff  cciivviiccss  aanndd  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp  eedduuccaattiioonn  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssuurree  tthhee  eevveennttss  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  66tthh  
nneevveerr  hhaappppeenn  aaggaaiinn..  

Contact Us:  NYSRSAS – N.Y.S. Retired School Administrators and Supervisors 
1300 Veterans Memorial Highway Suite 330 Hauppauge, NY 11788 

www.nysrsas.org 
email:  info@nysrsas.org 
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From  the  Desk  of:  TThhee    RReefflleeccttiivvee    RReettiirreeee  
  

My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 
  Corine Lipset-Huberman 

As a person well into my senior years, I find it 
astonishing that I am first now beginning to under-
stand the meaning of the word hate. Yes, I en-
countered people I came to dislike, I read about 
events that were despicable, I learned about peo-
ple who committed violent acts and I knew that 
there were groups of people who hated other 
groups of people just because they were who they 
were. But the hatred that exists in the United 
States today is different somehow, a hatred that I 
am not used to, that is unsettling, uncomfortable, 
un-American and downright frightening.   

Perhaps I had become so naïve that I thought 
much of the hatred that white people held against 
Afro-Americans had begun to dissipate, that Asian 
Americans were well-regarded and highly es-
teemed members of society, that Hispanic  Ameri-
cans were no longer regarded as second-class citi-
zens, that Jews were the target of Nazi Germany  
but certainly not targeted by fellow Americans.  
Yes, I know that much of that still exists, but the 
hatred that now permeates the United States from 
coast to coast is unfathomable and stems largely 
from differences in political beliefs.   

An attack on our Capitol takes place.  Rioters 
wear symbols of Nazi Germany, they look to cap-

ture the Speaker of the 
House, they seek out the 
Vice-President and shout 
their desire to hang him, 
they bloody and beat upon 
the Capitol police, killing 
one man and maiming 140 
others. An Asian woman is 

attacked on the street in New York City while oth-
ers watch and do nothing.  A police officer is mur-
dered in Washington, D.C..  Q’anon members con-
struct theories that are fanatical, antithetical to 
reality. Many governors pass laws that impose 
greater support for voter suppression. Even 

(continued on page 5) 

measures that are recommended as an-
tidotes to the expansion of the corona-
virus pandemic become a political foot-
ball. A mask becomes a political icon.   A 
drink of water given to a person on a 
voting line is labeled a misdemeanor.  
Any bill presented by a Democratic congress is 
vowed to be disabled by Republican opposition, 
even though a majority of Republican voters are in 
favor of it.  There is a spitefulness and a nastiness 
that presents itself, more than just a difference of 
political views. 

This is not the America I grew up in.  Or is it?  
The troubles facing America today are a whole 
host of issues:  white supremacy, institutional rac-
ism, police reform, poverty, the pandemic, educa-
tional equity, tax reform, unemployment, climate 
change, voting rights, anti-discrimination protec-
tion, gun safety, immigration policies, health insur-
ance, infrastructure repair, foreign relations – and 
these are just some of America’s problems!  Most 
of these issues are not new problems, they have 
just all emerged as serious problems at the same 
time.  Moreover, they are now recognized by most 
Americans as problems and they are demanding  
solutions. 

But solutions are not easily come by – espe-
cially when the population and its representatives 
are so divisive, so oppositional , so hateful towards 
each other. When a couple find themselves in such 
a bind, they can opt for marriage counseling.  
What does a government do?  Where can a gov-
ernment go?  Who can provide the counseling?  As 
the theatrical King of Siam said, “It is a puzzle-
ment!”   

My parents came to America about 100 years 
ago. They loved their adopted country with a 
fierceness bequeathed to me and I grew up believ-
ing that I lived in the best country in the whole 
world. I still love this country but I am saddened by 
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Dr. Corine Lipset-Huberman has had extensive experience at 
all levels of education. She spent the last 19 years prior to re-
tirement as principal of the Village Elementary School in Syos-
set, NY. 

the state that I witness her in today. 
I do not pretend to have any answers.  I can 

only state the questions. What will happen to 
America – the land of the free and the home of the 
brave?  Will our democracy survive this dual pan-
demic – one affecting our physical health and the 
other affecting our political health? 

It is really up to us, my friends.  We must be 
guided by good common sense, by good values.  
We must support political candidates who are 
honest, who are trustworthy, who will stand by 
their principles, who will work for their country 
and not for themselves, who will fight for equality 
among all, equality of races, ethnic groups, sexual 
orientation and women’s rights. And we must vote 
– at all levels of government, local, state and na-
tional. And not only must we vote  but we must 
help our fellow Americans vote – those who have 
no transportation, those who need assistance with 
child care in order to get out to vote, the handi-

My Country, ‘Tis of Thee     (cont’d from page 4) 

capped who need our help to vote.  We need to 
assist voters in those states that have made 
voting more difficult with new laws designed 
mainly to keep minority groups away from the 
polls, we need to send money that is used to hire 
buses, to provide water and snacks during long 
rides on those buses, to do whatever is needed so 
that all people eligible to vote can vote -- for that 
is how we ensure that we achieve the kind of gov-
ernment that we desire!   

Yes, it’s “My country, ‘tis of thee” but it’s also  

Thoughts on the Position Paper 
            Elliott Kigner 

 How can it be that so many Americans, 
particularly those who label themselves patriotic, 
believe that our last presidential election was 
“stolen?” This thinking persists despite the fact 
that evidence does not exist to support their cer-
tainty. With some, the position is so strong that 
they were willing to criminally and violently 
attack the seat of our national government. It is a 
puzzle that these protesters did not understand 
that the election results were already decided. 
 All of this raises the question of why so 
many of our fellow citizens are convinced that an 
occurrence is true even though proof is missing. 
Were they never taught to be sure of the facts, 
let alone possess facts, to support their conclu-
sion? Or do they simply accept the positions of 
leaders who may have a history of spreading mis-
information or deliberately lying? 
 If such a condition exists with much of the 
American population, it may be that our instruc-
tional  priorities  need  to  be  corrected.   Do  we  

THY Country,  
‘tis of thee!   

 

So fight for your country,  
fight for a  

democratic  America!. 

teach history and science merely as bun-
dles of facts and events? To understand, 
or even recite from memory, pieces of 
our Constitution might constitute 
knowledge, but to apply it to citizenship 
is another matter. In a science experiment, students 
are supposed to be able to tell if a conclusion is an-
chored in reliable data or if it is influenced by ex-
isting bias. A science teacher must present problems 
which call for application of critical and scientific 
thinking. 
 But sound and systematic thinking should 
not be limited to scientific or historical events. All 
classes at all grades could be market places for the 
exchange of opinions which demand honest, objec-
tive and verifiable evidence. Until that condition is 
reached, and its importance accepted by everyone, 
we will continue to face the dangers of incompetent 
and self-serving leaders. 
Elliott Kigner retired  from the  Smithtown School District. In  
past years he served as Vice-President of NYSRSAS. 
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The For the People Act has al-
most zero chance of passing in the 
Senate. The reason for this is an ar-
cane rule of the Senate called the fili-
buster. The filibuster makes the 
threshold for passing most bills at 60 
votes. With the Senate now having a 50-50 split, 
there are not enough votes to pass this legisla-
tion.  

If we look at the history of today’s filibuster, 
we will find that it is a vestige of the Jim Crow 
laws. The roots of the Jim Crow laws began as 
early as 1865, immediately following the ratifica-
tion of the 13th Amendment, which abolished 
slavery in the United States. Black Codes were 
established, in part, to take voting rights away 
from freed slaves. The filibuster rule is a relic of 
this thinking. It has a long history of impeding civ-
il rights legislation. 

The Senate has options. It can eliminate the 
filibuster in its entirety 
or it can remove the 
60-vote threshold for 
particular types of leg-
islation. These actions 
only require a majority 
vote. This is called the 
Nuclear Option and 
has been used before. Most recently, the filibus-
ter has been removed for the appointment of 
Supreme Court justices.  

We now find ourselves at a critical time in 
history. For a democracy to endure it requires an 
actively participating voting population. Anything 
that impedes the people’s ability to exercise their 
voting franchise must be eliminated. If the filibus-
ter stands in the way of this historic opportunity 
to ensure voter rights, then it must be removed. 
The difference between a democracy and an au-
tocracy is free and fair elections.  

 

How hard should it be to vote?  
 Stewart Mortman 

The House of Representatives has passed H.R.1 
(For the People Act). This bill addresses voter ac-
cess, election integrity and security, campaign fi-
nance and ethics. The bill expands voter registration 
(e.g., automatic and same-day registration) and 
voting access (e.g., vote-by-mail and early voting). It 
also puts limits on the removal of voters from voting 
rolls. 

Dozens of states are creating laws designed to 
make voting more difficult. After losses in the 2020 
election, numerous conservative states appear to 
have made the calculation that the best way to se-
cure future victories is to make it more difficult to 
vote. These laws (enacted or proposed) are de-
signed, almost exclusively, to disenfranchise minori-
ty voters.  

One state has eliminated Sunday voting. This is 
designed to prevent activities such as Souls-to-the-
Polls. Souls-to-the-Polls is an organized effort to 
have parishioners go en masse after Sunday service 
to voting sites to cast their ballots. Some states 
have reduced the number of voting sites, primarily 
in minority districts. This has created a situation 
where voters are required to stand in line for hours 

before being able 
to cast their vote. 
One new state 
law makes it a 
crime to give any 
of the people on 
these lines water 
or food. In nu-
merous states 

gerrymandering has made it virtually impossible for 
minority voters to be fairly represented.   

The Brennan Center for Justice, a New York 
think tank, has counted 532 bills designed to make 
voting more difficult. These bills have been found 
across 43 states. These restrictions on voting access 
unlevel the playing field. The For the People Act, if 
passed by the Senate and signed by the President, 
would, through federal legislation, prevent states 
from enacting laws designed to suppress the vote. 

Stewart Mortman retired as an Assistant Principal from the 
New Rochelle Public Schools. He serves as NYSRSAS Chair-
person of Political Action. 
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“No Taxation Without Representation” 
 

So say over 700,000 people who live in the District 
of Columbia. As a federal district, they are repre-
sented in the House by a delegate who is permitted 
to vote in committees, but not on the House floor.  
They have no voice in the Senate.  Recently, pressure 
has intensified around proposals to make Washington, 
D.C. the 51st state, thus giving its citizens the full rep-
resentations and voting rights enjoyed by residents of 
the other 50 states. 
 

We would be interested in learning  
how our readers feel about that proposal.  

 

Please send your thoughts to 
clipsethuberman@gmail.com 
(Kindly include your name and 

the district from which you retired.) 
 
 

We hope to hear from you! 

Quarterly Query 
 

Spring 2021 

 

Winter  Quarterly  Query—The Government We Deserve 

 In the last issue of the newsletter, we pre-
sented the quote (author unknown), “A country has 
the government it deserves.” Here are the respons-
es from two of our Board members: 
 People get the government they deserve.  
When the populace seeks easy answers to complex 
problems, citizens become targets for demagogues 
who find scapegoats for problems and claim that 
only they can provide a solution. The best examples 
are Germany in the 1930s and the United States in 
2016. Both nations had democratic systems, but 
both had many citizens facing economic and cultur-
al concerns. Germans willingly accepted Hitler’s 
claim that the loss of World War I and a treaty 
which caused economic dislocation were the result 
of the actions of wealthy Jewish citizens. Their blind 
faith led to the Holocaust and the destruction of 
Germany in World War II.  While not as extreme, 
many Americans accepted Trump’s racist rhetoric, 
believing he would act to correct economic inequi-
ties and threats to white supremacy.  This led to in-
creased polarization which resulted in an uncon-
trolled pandemic spreading across the nation, caus-
ing significant social and economic disruption.  In 
both countries, democratic societies allowed dema-
gogues to corrupt institutions, thus weakening soci-
ety. In the end, citizens found their nations weaker 
or destroyed and it was their fault.  
     Edward Price 
 I have a problem with the quote, “A country 
has the government it deserves.” I reject its cyni-
cism and its over-simplification of the complex reali-
ties of both the politics and the culture of the Ameri-
ca we are living in.  No citizen deserves to have diffi-
culty finding a home or getting a mortgage because 
of the color of his or her skin. No child deserves low-
er quality educational facilities and programs be-
cause s/he lives in a less wealthy community. No-
body deserves to be ridiculed or bullied online or in 
person. Our American experiment was based on an 
assumption that the “will of the people” would re-
sult in the formation of a government that would 
serve the needs of the populace. However, in recent 
years, we’ve seen that wealth and power have be-
come far too influential.  So corporations “buy” 
votes with lobbying and campaign contributions 

and political parties put “winning” above “serving.” 
What we deserve is a government that truly looks to 
improve the lives of all its citizens. I think the hard 
work of many individuals contributed to some posi-
tive changes in our government in 2020 but it was a 
mixed bag. If things are to improve further, as indi-
viduals we all need to reject fear-mongering and one-
sided thinking. We need to accept that helping others 
doesn’t have to mean losing something ourselves 
even if it may mean “sharing” a bit more than we 
have in the past. We need to practice respect for 
each other and not just demand it for ourselves.  
      Pat Galaskas 

In  Memoriam  
Janice Leanor Wilson (1944-2020) 

 

A long-term member of NYSRSAS, Janice served as 
principal of several Freeport schools, as President of 
the Freeport Teachers Association and Principals 
Association, and Nassau Director for the Council of 
Administrators and Supervisors.  After moving to Ft. 
Pierce, FL, Janice was involved in numerous commu-
nity organizations. Hers was truly a life of service.  



       The past year of the pandemic brought 
to light several issues that have faced our 
nation since its inception. Perhaps the 
most evident of these is the on-going fric-
tion between rights of the individual and 

needs of the community. Many Americans, follow-
ing the lead of Trump, contend that each individual 
has the right to determine the risk involved in not 
following recommended advice to prevent spread 
of the virus. They do not want to wear masks, fol-
low social distancing, or refrain from gathering in 
large groups. They contend that if they contract the 
disease, it is a personal choice.   

On the other hand, some people believe that 
these individualists endanger the community by 
spreading the disease as they come in contact with 
others in grocery stores, banks, and other public 
places. Their behavior is viewed as irresponsible by 
public health officials and political leaders 
attempting to stem the outbreak. These two views 
exacerbated political division and prevented a uni-
fied approach to a national crisis. 

The pandemic also revealed issues regarding 
equality and inequality. Certainly, the virus 
attacked everyone, both rich and poor.  Well-to-do 
people with some of the world’s best physicians 
and hospitals and cutting-edge medicines died.  
However, a closer analysis of the data reveals that 
a much greater percentage of poor and people of 

Lessons from the Pandemic 
Edward Price 

color were stricken by the virus. They have less ac-
cess to medical care, have more weakening condi-
tions such as diabetes and obesity, and have jobs 
that require them to interact with the public, often 
without proper protective equipment.  The new 
Pandemic Relief Law recognizes the gravity of ine-
quality and begins to address the concerns. 

The pandemic put the best and worst charac-
teristics of Americans in stark relief.   Attacks on 
our Asian neighbors reveal the deep racism in soci-
ety.  Although these actions may not be as severe 
as the forced internment of Japanese Americans 
during World War II, they reflect major issues that 
continue to haunt the United States.  However, we 
also have seen people step in to assist and support 
sick and elderly neighbors with no expectation of 
reward.  While we are appalled by racist attacks, it 
seems that most Americans are kind and caring 
people who understand community.  Hopefully, 
the best aspects of our culture will endure in the 
future. 

Perhaps the most important lesson learned in 
the last year is the need to find the best in each 
day and appreciate our friends and family.  We 
learned that situations change rapidly and unex-
pectedly.  We cannot always put important things 
off for another day. 

 

Dr. Edward Price served as superintendent in several NY and 
NJ districts.  He is currently a lecturer in educational leader-
ship at Stony Brook University. 
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