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Always identify yourself as a NYSRSAS Member
whenever using the following benefits.

Eugene Goldwasser, President
Joseph Quinn, 1st Vice President
Patricia Galaskas, 2nd Vice President
Edward Price, Treasurer
Edward Bellomo, Recording Secretary

Sterling Optical.
Sure Sight eye care plan
800-Eyes-789
(800-393-7789)
VPS Vision Care
Eye exams and glasses—vsp.com
877-759-5758

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Francesca Ciolino-Volano, Education
Stewart Mortman, Political Action
John Wallace, Membership
Corine Lipset-Huberman, Newsletter
Ken Forman, Website Liaison

MEMBERS

AT

MVCP pre-negotiated new and used autos
800-345-0990.
Decide on the make and model as well as
features you want and then call MVCP .
They’ll contact a dealer and negotiate the
lowest possible price for you.

LARGE

Vincent Deland
Diane Druckman
John Fogliano
Jeff Hollander
Elliott Kigner
David Long
Marty Mandelker
Stan Opas
George Pincus
Jack Zamek

auto-price-finder.com & truecar.com
Get a free price quote on the make and model of the vehicle you want.
Car Rentals.
 Avis Worldwide 800-352-7900,
Rate code AWD S 061700.
(if trouble with discount code, call 800-831-8000)
 Alamo 800-354-2322.
Discount rate code 706768.

We welcome your comments on articles or current issues.
To start a discussion, contact us at

Southwest Airlines
800-435-9792
(20-50% discounts
for travelers over age 65)

info@nysrsas.org
Check Our Web Page!
http://nysrsas.org

Eastern Dental Plan [EDP]
This is a discounted dental program.
Phone 631-272-5230
Identify yourself as a NYSRSAS member for
best discount rates. Select from hundreds of
dentists on Long Island.
Also: vision plan, pet discount drugs, hearing
plan.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
P.1 — Vote NO!
P. 3 — Constitutional Convention
P. 4 — Election Day: Who Votes

United Health Programs of America
Identify yourself as a NYSRSAS member for dental and chiropractic rates.
Hugh Marasa, one of our members, is one of their agents
Ask for him.
Phone UHP—800-238-3884

P 4 — The 19th Amendment (poem)
P. 5 — Infrastructure Improvements
P. 6 — Early Voting: What Do You Think?
P. 7 — Autumn Quarterly Query
P. 4— Meeting Dates

For additional hints for discounts in other areas,
visit our website:

P. 8 — Port City Ponderings

http://nysrsas.org/benefits
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NYS C ONSTITUTIONAL C ONVENTION – D O W E N EED O NE ?
Every 20 years, NYS voters are asked the following question:
“Shall there be a convention to revise the constitution and amend the same?”
This question will be on the reverse side of the November 7, 2017 ballot as proposal #1.
The Process:
Process:
It is long .—After voters decide whether or not to hold a Constitutional Convention it would take about
four years before the public could have its final say on whether to accept or reject any proposed changes .
It is cumbersome. — A total of 204 convention delegates must be selected. Most will be elected but in
the past the majority have been career politicians, attorneys and Albany insiders. People from an established
party need 1,000 signatures to run. If you’re an “independent” then 5,000 signatures are needed and for “atlarge” delegates it will take 15,000 signatures to run. Delegates who are elected officials can serve while continuing to hold their positions and they will collect both salaries concurrently.
It is costly. —The Convention must stay in session for a minimum of six [6] weeks. Each delegate would
receive $79,500 for every year or part of a year that the Convention is in session. Add room and board for delegates and staff, printing and other expenses, and the estimated costs for the Constitutional Convention range
from $50-$300 million depending on how long it is in session.

What are some of the things that could be changed, amended or gutted?
Anything and everything. The constitution establishes the structure of our government and its powers
regarding public education, the environment, social welfare, workers’ compensation, state budget spending
caps, labor’s right to organize, retirement security/pensions, gun laws and myriad other areas.
Is there another way to change or amend the NYS Constitution?
Yes, by amendments initiated by the legislature [NYS Constitution, Article XIX, Section 1]. These
amendments must be passed by the majority of the elected members of each house of the legislature in two
consecutive election years, and then by a majority of voters voting on the amendments in a general election.
The NYS Constitution of 1894, as amended, is the official document currently in force. Over 225 amendments have been added to the Constitution since 1895. In fact, the November 2017 ballot will include three
statewide ballot measures. The first asks should a constitutional convention be held. However, the second
and third (see below), have been passed twice by the legislature and, if approved by voters in November,
they will become amendments to the constitution (without requiring a costly constitutional convention).
Proposal #1 would call for a constitutional convention to explore proposals for changes to the state constitution.
Proposal #2 would allow judges to reduce or revoke the state pension of a public officer convicted of a felony related
to his or her duties.
Proposal #3 would create a 250-acre land bank for a forest preserve, but would allow local governments to request
use of forest preserve land for projects such as easements for pedestrian bridges, etc..

Do we need a Constitutional Convention?
There are undoubtedly items in the current constitution that one might want to change. However, the
public has no say in which issues are chosen for review, nor can they choose whether amendments proposed
are presented for voter approval as individual items or as a block vote. Even more importantly, the staggering
cost of holding a Constitutional Convention consumes tax dollars that could be put to better use improving
our schools, parks, roads and infrastructure. And the fact is, there is another, much less costly, way to amend
the constitution legislatively, as described above.
Recommendation:
Recommendation:
While each voter must make his or her own decision, holding a Constitutional Convention seems economically foolish indeed. The cost to the taxpayer would be enormous and unwarranted.
It is strongly recommended that you vote NO to proposal #1 on the November 7 th ballot:
“Shall there be a convention to revise the constitution and amend the same?”
Will you be out of state on November 7th? Contact your local Board of Elections for an absentee ballot.
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ELECTION DAY: WHO VOTES
In our last several issues, we have stressed voting in
the November 7th New York State elections and, more
specifically, voting “NO” on the question: Shall there be
a convention to revise the constitution and amend the
same? We shall continue to do that until the matter is
settled on Election Day—hopefully with a resounding
defeat of the ConCon proposal.
As we approach Election Day, it might be of interest
to review the changes to our United States Constitution
that have extended the franchise. In 1787 the Constitution only granted voting rights to white men over the
age of 21. Greater equality in voting rights evolved over
the years—many years.
th
 The 4 amendment, passed in 1789 as part of the
Bill of Rights, specified that states would lose their
representation in Congress if they deny voting rights
but only for white males over 21.
th
 The 15 amendment, ratified in 1870, decreed that
no citizen’s vote could be taken away because of
race or color or because he was once a slave.
th
 The 19 amendment, ratified in 1920, specified that
all women are allowed to vote.
th
 The 24 amendment, ratified in 1964, prevented
State governments from denying voting rights to
citizens because of failure to pay any ’poll tax.’

AND

WHO DOESN’T



The Voting Rights Act, passed in 1965, sought to
increase the number of people registered in areas
where there was a record of previous discrimination. It outlawed literacy tests and appointed
Federal examiners with the power to register
qualified citizens to vote, thus shifting the power
from state officials to the federal government.
th
 The 26 amendment, passed in 1971, bestowed
voting rights on people 18 years and older.
Today U.S. citizens— those born in the United
States or naturalized immigrants—have the right to
vote. However, citizens must register to vote in the
state in which they reside and must meet State requirements, which vary from state to state. It is a sad
commentary on American voters that the United
States is one of the least active voting populations
among developed countries. In 2016, according to the
U.S. Election Project, an average of only 59.7% of eligible voters cast their ballots. Let’s do better this
year!
It is especially important this November that all of us get to the
polls and vote NO on the proposal for a Constitutional Convention!

The poem below was written by a very talented Long Island poet, who was reminiscing about the days when, as a
child, she would go to the voting site with her mom. Most of us probably remember the voting booth with the curtain
that swung open and shut with the operation of a lever, adored by children who were allowed into the booth with a
parent, usually a mom, some of whom recalled their own mothers who first voted after the 1920 amendment passed.

19th Amendment
by Sherri London Pastolove

amazed at the sight
of so many moms around us,
hair teased to the heavens,
fingers tightly holding
those of my friends,
a serious air wafting
above the booths,
sailing through worn windowpanes
into the Brooklyn streets

I liked the old voting booths,
the memory of crowding in
with my brother and mom,
looking up at her in earnestness,
making faces at my brother
all the while inhaling the
mustiness of cheap worn curtains,
for a brief moment we were with the wizard,
choosing the fate of two men,
and our country as it were

then that evening,
huddled around the
black and white screen,
Walter Cronkite reading results
deep into the night,
his voice reassuring a tired nation,
his proclamation sealing
our fate.

but all I wanted was to pull
that heavy lever and listen
to the snap of metal and fabric,
then land back in the school gym,
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Infrastructure Improvements:
A National Crisis
Edward Price
Since late spring, we were warned about “the
summer of hell” as a result of deteriorating infrastructure in Penn Station. At the same time, subway delays and derailments increased, causing the
governor to declare a state of emergency for the
MTA. Unfortunately, this is only the tip of the iceberg. The American
Society of Civil Engineers’ [ASCE] 2017
Infrastructure Report
Card gives the nation’s overall infrastructure a D+ rating.
While New York
State’s
rating
is
slightly higher (C-), it is still well below an appropriate standard.
When discussing our deteriorating infrastructure, most Americans think of roads, bridges and
tunnels. What is often overlooked is the condition
of our schools. The ASCE 2017 Report card gives
America’s schools a D- rating. One fourth of school
buildings are in poor or fair condition. Approximately 30 percent consist all or in part of temporary
units and have windows, plumbing and HVAC systems considered poor or fair. Moreover about 30
percent of schools have athletic facilities and playgrounds in need of improvement.
Schools have not ignored these issues. New
York State requires
school districts to
prepare corrective
action plans. Nation-wide $49 billion is invested annually in capital improvements
and
new facilities but
the ASCE estimates
that $87 billion is required to provide safe and
healthy learning environments. In New York, the
gap between current capital expenditures and actual needs is $2.9 billion.

Certainly the review of school buildings is disheartening at best but this analysis does not include
the core educational infrastructure—teachers. In the
last decade, the number of classroom teachers in
New York State declined by eight percent as a result
of the Great Recession. Approximately one-third of
current teachers are approaching retirement age. At
the same time, the number of students in New York
recommended for teacher certification declined from
7,190 in 2003 to 5,029 in 2013. The difficult certification process, lack of competitive salaries and public
demeaning of teachers are
cited as the basis for this decline.
While fewer young people are entering the teaching
profession, student enrollment is expected to climb
about three percent in the
next decade. Teacher shortages are most severe in the STEM areas and in rural
and urban communities. Although the situation on
Long Island is somewhat better, the problem cannot
be ignored.
During the 2016 presidential campaign, there
were promises of significant investment in improving
the nation’s infrastructure. To date, we have seen
no concrete progress. While the president proposed
a plan to involve private enterprise, lately it appears
that he may be backing away from that initiative.
Congress has failed to take any action with respect to
these concerns. As citizens, it is our responsibility to
remind our representatives of promises made before
more bridges fail and trains derail, thereby hurting
our economy. As educators, we cannot allow discussions of infrastructure improvement to ignore our
schools. Future success will depend upon welleducated children. If the MTA faces a state of emergency, so do our schools.
Dr. Edward Price served as superintendent in several New York
and New Jersey school districts. He is currently a lecturer in educational leadership at Stony Brook University. He also serves as
NYSRSAS treasurer.
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SUMMER QUARTERLY QUERY: EARLY VOTING-WHAT DO YOU
Do you think New York State should join with
other states in providing opportunities for early
voting? Here are the responses we received to our
summer query:
Participation in elections in the United States is
low. In the 2016 presidential election only 60 percent
of eligible voters exercised their right to vote. In New
York State the participation rate was even lower
(57%). In the 2014 congressional election, the rate in
New York was a dismal 28 percent. At a time when
many are questioning the future of our democratic
system, we should be seeking means of increasing
participation in all elections.
Currently 37 states and the District of Columbia
permit early voting without excuse. Three states -Washington, Oregon and Colorado -- mail ballots to
all voters. Unfortunately New York is not among
those enabling more citizens to participate. Instead,
our “progressive” state makes voting other than on
Election Day difficult. People unable to get to the
polls on voting day must submit a request to the
Board of Elections by mail seven days prior to the
election or one day in advance if delivering the request in person. In addition, absentee voters must
submit a reason which is limited to being out of the
country on Election Day, illness or disability, or patient care at a Veterans Administration hospital. This
process is both cumbersome and unnecessary.
New York has traditionally been recognized as a
leading progressive state but its current voting laws
are antiquated at best. Even states like North Carolina, where voter ID requirements have been enacted,
permit early voting. If New York is to live up to its
progressive reputation, the legislature and governor
must make changing voting laws a priority.
Edward Price
Before this year’s election, I was in favor of early
voting. However, in light of having all the information needed to cast an informed vote, not merely
for a party, but for a candidate with integrity, and for
an individual who values principles more than power,
I think voting should only be done on Election Day. It
is far better to be sure than be sorry.
Edward Bellomo
New York State should definitely provide opportunities for early voting. Voting should be made as
easy as possible to maximize the number of New

THINK?

Yorkers who vote in all elections. In the 2016 presidential election most sources state that only 57.9% of
eligible voters in the U.S. actually cast their ballots.
Of the 35 major democracies in the world, the U.S.
ranked 31 in voting percentage. Belgium had over
89% and Sweden had almost 86% of its citizens
voting.
Voting by absentee ballot in New York State is
restrictive and cumbersome. A voter has to apply
weeks before Election Day. Unforeseen circumstances such as an illness or accident near Election Day
will disenfranchise a voter if he or she cannot get to
the polling place. Registration and voting should be
made as easy as possible. Voting by mail is not feasible with the large and diverse electorate in New York.
Voters should be afforded at least 5 days to vote instead of just one. An alternate system could be set
up so that all polling places would not have to open
for 5 or more days as many election venues are in
schools and places of worship. Many New Yorkers
complain about the government and politicians; they
should have ample opportunities to cast their ballots.
The future of our democracy is at stake in New York
and the United States.
JohnWallace
I think our entire voting system is antiquated! It
needs a top to bottom overhaul. Early voting is only
one issue that must be addressed. What about
voting for individuals who are handicapped, have
physical disabilities, or work issues that preclude
those individuals from going to polling places? Yes,
they can request an absentee ballot which is a somewhat cumbersome process and doesn’t address all
situations. Let’s move away from paper ballots, scan
sheets (another form of paper ballot) and signing
voting roll books into a modernized computer based
and SECURE system!
Kenneth Forman
In 1954, Congress set Election Day as “the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November.” Much
has changed, socially, politically and economically
since Congress took this action 63 years ago.
Various Election Day arrangements exist across
the country:
 The time for voting varies from state to state.
Some states have online absentee voting, while
(continued on page 7)
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THINK?

Quarterly Query

(cont’d from page 6)
some states allow absentee voting under limited
sets of circumstances.
 Early voting varies from state to state, typically
ending just a few days before Election Day. The
average number of extra voting days in 33 states
which participate in early voting is 19 days.
 Currently, 37 states plus the District of Columbia
have some form of early voting.
 Three states mail ballots to all eligible voters for
every election. Some states provide this as an option.
There have been some studies indicating that
early voting may even slightly reduce voter turnout
because attention is taken away from Election Day.
An MIT political scientist found that early voting does
not boost voter turnout. Political interest and engagement determine to a large extent who votes and who
does not.
The variety of issues would seem to suggest
that Election Day procedures should be a state by
state decision. However, an interesting proposal being
“floated” is to make both Election Day and Veterans
Day national holidays and allow voting on both of
these two days, which are viewed patriotically
throughout the country. This would allow both the
Federal and state governments to encourage political
involvement and engagement through various advertising campaigns as well as eliminate the issue of
weekend voting.
Should New York State join those states allowing early voting? Yes! Whatever procedures are
adopted, we all need to work towards increasing voter
participation.
Martin Mandelker
NYSRSAS BOARD MEETINGS
Dec. 6, 2017—April 11, 2018 —June 20, 2018
Members are invited to attend our Executive
Board meetings. They begin at 10:00 a.m. and will be
held at the Western Suffolk BOCES Training Center located at 31 Lee Avenue in Wheatley Heights.
(Directions: Take the LIE to Exit 50, Bagatelle Road. Go
South for 2.1 miles and turn left onto Lee Avenue. The
BOCES building is a former school.) June 20th will be
our annual luncheon (location to be determined).

AUTUMN 2017
On November 7, 2017, U.S. citizens will have the
opportunity to vote for their choice of candidates
running for public office. Only about 57% of New
Yorkers eligible to vote did so in 2016
and that was a presidential election.
Imagine what the turnout rate might be for 2017.
Why do you think so many people do not exercise
their right to vote, when the right to vote is a
basic principal of democracy?
If you are close enough to any person(s) who
choose not to vote, please ask them why.
Write and let us know your thoughts(and theirs)
on this very important question.
e-mail your response to
info@nysrsas.org.
(Please include your name and
the district from which you retired.)
We hope to hear from you.

PORT CITY PONDERINGS
(cont’d from page 8)
Adam, before eating the forbidden fruit, was commanded by God to “work the garden and tend
it” (Genesis 2:15) and next quotes from St. Paul’s
letter to the Colossians (Colossians 3:23), “And
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and
not unto men …”
Declaring that prayer is hard work, requiring
us to repent and forgive, he notes that one of the
Hebrew words for prayer, avodah, means work, and
describes prayer as “the labor of the heart and
soul.” Rabbi Gellman concludes his Labor Day reflection by urging us to ”try to recover the vast and
spiritually crucial nature of the work we do, the
work done for us, and the work all of us have yet to
do for God. Such an interpretation of Labor Day
might even survive a hot dog.”
A former editor of the NYSRSAS Newsletter, Joe Marchese received his Ph.D degree from St. John's University. He retired as
Assistant Principal of Half Hollow Hills H.S East.
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PORT CITY PONDERINGS
Joe Marchese
Among my very favorite commentators on matters of religion, ethics and morality is Rabbi Marc
Gellman. It might seem strange to
many that I, a practicing Roman Catholic, should hold a rabbi’s opinions on
these subjects in such high regard.
Some of you who have lived on Long
Island for many years might be familiar with Rabbi
Gellman’s work when he joined with Father (later
Monsignor) Tom Hartman of the Roman Catholic
Dioceses of Rockville Center to form what they
called the God Squad, aiming not only to show a relationship between Judaism and Catholicism, but
also to answer questions on and comment about
spirituality in general. Through the years they became very close friends. Rabbi Gellman always referred to Father Hartman as “Tommy.” The “God
Squad” also became the name of their syndicated
newspaper column. Tommy died on February 16,
2016, but Rabbi Gellman, who now lives in California, continues the column.
Rabbi Gellman’s articles not only illustrate
his broad scholarship, but also his delightful sense of
humor and his ability to explain complex philosophical questions in clear, concise terms. With my education in schools run by Jesuits, Dominicans and Vincentians, I can attest to his knowledge of Catholic
theology and philosophy. He frequently makes references to and quotes from both the Old and the
New Testaments and from such diverse theologians

and philosophers as Maimonides and St. Augustine.
Fortunately, I can read and enjoy the “God Squad”
each Saturday in Wilmington’s StarNews.
As I write this article on Labor Day, I have
before me Rabbi Gellman’s reflection on the importance of work. Beginning by decrying that the
holiday’s significance has been buried under a
“mountain of hotdogs,” he asserts that he wants to
“praise the spiritual significance of work in our
lives.” He goes on to note that Labor Day is the result of the historical Pullman strike in1894 and the
subsequent rise of organized labor and the middle
class. Referring to the growing gap we find today
between rich and poor, he remarks, “The spiritual
consequence of all this is that workers often do not
have the energy or the resources to become part of
the civilizing institutions like churches and synagogues that knit together the communal fabric of
our lives and teach our children the moral values
that enable America to thrive and not split apart.”
Emphasizing that work has a spiritual aspect
in testing our honesty, Rabbi Gellman maintains
that going to religious services on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday is not enough unless we bring the morality of honesty we learn there to our work on
Monday. This concept was once called the
Protestant work ethic. He remarks, “It is now a part
of every faith, but sadly it is not a part of every
soul.” In typical Rabbi Gellman fashion he then refers to the account in the Book of Genesis where
(continued on page 7)

VOTE “NO”—Nov. 7—NYS ConCon
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